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Since there are a number of international students joining Keio today,
I would like to make some remarks in English very briefly.

First of all, to all the new students, on behalf of the entire community
of Keio University, I would like to welcome you and to extend my
heartfelt congratulations.

I would also like to offer my sincere congratulations to your families
and friends.

Now we are living in a time of great change and of a rapid
internationalization of our society, and you have to obtain the ability to
work and live with these changing and internationalized circumstance.

The founder of Keio, Yukichi Fukuzawa, or Fukuzawa-sensei, also
lived in a time of great change in both the feudal Edo period and the
modern Meiji period.

It was also a time of great internationalization for Japan, which opened
its ports to foreign countries after more than two centuries of national
isolation.

In such a time, Fukuzawa-sensei established Keio in order to foster
young people who could contribute to the independence and
modernization of Japan by thinking for themselves and responding
appropriately to foreign culture.

Given that the principles of Fukuzawa-sensei are honored at Keio to
this day, I am very confident that you will be able to obtain the ability
to think for yourself and to understand and respect foreign culture
here at Keio University.

I hope that you all have a really meaningful and enjoyable student life
here at Keio.

Once again, I congratulate you all, and thank you all very much.
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