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Since there are a number of international students joining Keio today, I would like to make
some brief remarks in English. First of all, on behalf of Keio University, I would like to welcome
you all and to extend my heartfelt congratulations. I would also like to offer my sincere
congratulations to your family and friends.

We are now living in a time of great changes, changes so great that the sustainability of our
society itself is at stake. In such a time of great changes it is extremely important for you to
possess three things that our founder Yukichi Fukuzawa, or Fukuzawa-sensei, emphasized to be
of great importance.

The first is “kochi,” or public wisdom. In his book An Outline of a Theory of Civilization,
Fukuzawa-sensei clearly defined it as “the ability to evaluate people and events, to give weightier
and greater things priority, and to judge their proper times and places.” The second is
“jitsugaku,” or science, for which he stressed the importance of curiosity and questioning.
Through science, you can acquire the scientific way of thinking, by which I mean identifying a
problem that must be addressed, constructing a hypothesis that explains the problem, and
verifying the hypothesis to reach a conclusion. And the third is the importance of being a
“dogan,” or guardian goose, which watches for danger while the rest of the flock focuses intently
on pecking their food. Fukuzawa-sensei urged that while people are preoccupied with the trends
of the times, scholars should act like the guardian goose and reflect on the past, carefully observe
the developments of the present, and deliberate on the best outcome for the future.

I am very confident that you will be able to obtain this ability through an extensive liberal
arts education, deep research experience, and an active student life here at Keio University. Once
again I congratulate you all and wish you a meaningful and enjoyable student life here at Keio
University.
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