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Since there are a number of international students joining Keio
today, I would like to make some remarks in English very briefly.
First of all, to all the new students, on behalf of Keio University, I
would like to welcome you all and to extend my heartfelt
congratulations. I would also like to offer my congratulations to
your family and friends.

We are now living in a time of great changes, changes so great
that the sustainability of our society itself is at stake. In such a time
of great changes it is extremely important for you to possess the
ability to think for yourself. Thinking for yourself is not thinking
aimlessly but thinking systemically. This is nothing but the
scientific way of thinking, namely to identify a problem that must
be addressed, to construct a hypothesis that explains the problem,
and to verify the hypothesis to reach a conclusion. And this is why
our founder Yukichi Fukuzawa, or Fukuzawa-sensei, emphasized
the importance of science in a time that was also marked by great
changes through the end of the feudal Edo period and the modern
Meiji period.

I am very confident that you will be able to obtain this ability
through an extensive liberal arts education, deep research
experience, and a lively student life here at Keio University.

Once again I congratulate you all and wish you a meaningful
and enjoyable student life here at Keio University. Thank you all
very much.
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