






Purpose of Establishment 
From April, 2017, Keio University Law School (KLS) established a 
master's degree program ( LL.M.) in Global Legal Practice. English is 
the exclusive language of instruction, and the program allows 
students to obtain an LL.M., in principle, within a single year of 
instruction ( 1.5 or 2 years if part-time). The LL.M. program joins 
KLS' existing J.D. program which prepares students to sit for the 
Japanese bar exam and begin a career as Japanese lawyer, judge or 
prosecutor. 

Target Students 
The LL.M. program trains students who aim to be globally active 
lawyers, or legal staff of global companies and international 
institutions. Accordingly, the following types of candidates are 
encouraged to apply: 

1) lawyers, and graduates of law schools, who wish to improve 
their capability to perform international legal work in English; 

2) legal staff of corporations with international operations;
3) non-Japanese students who wish to study Japanese and

Asian law and legal practice (and who hold a J.D., LL.B.
or other law degrees), and

4) graduates of Japanese law faculties who wish to obtain a
master's degree and aim to work at international institutions.

Curriculum 

Application Qualifications and Admission 
Policy 
• University graduates (including those who anticipate graduation

prior to entry into the LL.M. program) will be qualified to apply for
admission.

• Admission will be based upon the following factors:
o Basic knowledge of jurisprudence (equivalent to graduation

from an undergraduate law faculty or completion of the first
year of a graduate law school) will be required;

o Knowledge of legal practice (equivalent to
graduation from a law school) will be evaluated; 

o English capability (please submit one of the following: a
TOEFL iBT score, an IELTS academic score, or a TOEIC score.) 

o A personal statement, academic transcripts and two letters
of recommendation; and 

o Overall contribution to the KLS community. 

The program operates on a semester system, with both Spring Term 
(April) and Fall Term (late September) enrollment permitted. A 
limited number of courses are available in "concentrated" offerings 
between the main Spring and Fall terms. 

Details of Admission: 
https://www.keio.ac.jp/en/admissions/grad/professional/llm/

Global Legal Practice (a course of study with 9 subcategories) 

Core Program: Elective Program: 

• Japanese Law and Asian Law in Global Practical Perspective 
• Global Business and Law 
• Global Security and Law 
• Practical Training (e.g. moot court, negotiation and arbitration,

internships, drafting and other practical training courses)

• Innovations and Intellectual Property Law 
• Current Legal Issues
• Area Studies
• Comparative Law 
• Legal Research and Writing 

* The full course list is available online (https://www.keio.ac.jp/en/ls/major/llm/course-list/)

Diploma Policy 
Degree offered: LL.M. in Global Legal Practice (a professional 
school master's degree) 

At least 30 course credits required for completion, with 
requirements for at least 4 credits in either Global Business and 
Law or Global Security and Law, and at least 4 credits in 
Practical Training courses. 

Additional Degree Requirements for Recent Law Faculty 
Graduates 
For students who have not completed a law school ( i.e. J.D.) 
program nor gained equivalent legal knowledge as evidenced 
by membership in a bar, graduate-level legal education, or 
significant work experience in a legal function, an additional 6 
course credits (i.e. at least 36 course credits in total) are 
required for degree completion. At least 4 additional credits 
are required in the category Japanese Law and Asian Law in 
Global Practical Perspective, and at least 2 additional credits in 
the Practical Training category. 

Exchange Programs 
The LL.M. program recognizes up to 15 credits obtained at an 
overseas partner university, for students who wish to pursue a 
portion of their studies overseas. For our J.D. program, KLS has 
existing exchange arrangements with, among other universities: 
Cornell, Georgetown, UCLA, University of Washington (USA), 
The University of British Columbia 
(Canada), Sciences Po (Paris), Yonsei (South Korea), Tsinghua 
(China), National Taiwan University, and Singapore 
Management University. We expect to have exchange 
arrangements available with many of these and others as well 
for the LL.M. program. 

Double Degree 
KLS offers a double degree LL.M. Program with the University 
of Washington School of Law (Seattle), which offers LL.M. 
degrees in Asian & Comparative Law, Global Business, Health, 
Intellectual Property, Sustainable International Development, 
and Tax, as well as a General Law LL.M. The double degree will 
allow students to obtain LL.M. degrees at both universities 
more quickly (and at less expense) than if each degree were 
pursued separately. KLS is considering the possibility of 
additional double degree arrangements in the future. 

NOTE: The LL.M. in Global Legal Practice does not qualify a 
student to sit for the bar exam in Japan or other countries. 

Location: 2-15-45 Mita, Minato-ku, Tokyo, Japan 
Contact : Keio University Law School TEL: +81-3-5427-1778 email: lawjm@info.keio.ac.jp 
LL.M. in Global Legal Practice: https://www.keio.ac.jp/en/ls/
Keio University: https://www.keio.ac.jp/en/

https://www.keio.ac.jp/en/ls/major/llm/course-list/
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